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Watersheds

Ereen Desigh: Multiple Prejeets
Comislered

i Valley, Frenci, and RPlekering Creak Watershees, EYAA has
recently completaly & variety of Stormwealter Irastructure
IMpProvements. Five basins were neturalized at lnmeaculaie
University and Penn State Great Valley. At Phoenpwille Midale
Sehool, 2 new Rain Garden was installed—tnis is the second
OPOJEGEE a1t thils campus. At Owen J Relberts West Vincant
Elementary School, & mewn lewn asin Was Converted o &
pollinater meadew basin = with perennials, grasses, Shruos, and
trees veneticial to pollinators as weall as birds. At Weatherstone
Heme Owners Association, & basin locateaed adjacent t© thelr
COMMURILY Zarden Was Penovated with native perennials as well
as trees and shrulos.

Treating Welter PUnOT fromn (ol “mgg parking lofts, ane other
nere suriaces with & soll-plant-air system that minies e
neural waier eysle, through soil intltration, elosorption amnd
transpiration oy plant IS & wWely (o protact walter queality emne
neas been a key program for our organization. Ane we couldn’t
clo this wWithout our Steit, parthers, flunders amnd velunteers.

A 912 thank you to all the sehoels and the FHOA soard, Gresn
Weavar Landseapes, Tnink Graen, Princeton Hydro, Partnersnip
ror e @@H@W@Eﬁ@ E@t@am DEP’s Erowing Ereener [@[ﬁ@gmmg
DECNR’s Sehuylkill Righlancs min graimt pm@gwam Willne

Penmn Foumndat @mg the Valley Creak Trustea Couneil, Pa@lﬂ e
MortonFouncdaton, Keep BA Beaudrul ane GVWWA Stali,



Delaware River Watershed
Initiative Phase 2 Launched

The William Penn Foundation is providing over
S$40 millionin funding for Phase 2 of the Delaware
River Watershed Initiative (DRWI). The DRWI is a
collaboration between 65 organizations engaged
in the common goal of protecting and restoring
the Delaware Riveranditstributaries. Locally, the
DRWIisworkinginsynergywithourlocal,regional
and state entities to enhance and expand all
aspects of watershed protection and restoration.

To learn more visit 4statesisource.org

Summer Kick-Off Picnic
Joinus to kick-off the start of summer and Wednesday Nature
Nights on June 20th from 6 till 9 p.m. at the pavilion. BYO
picnic, with lemonade and ice cream on us! A nature walk is
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. followed by a Birds of Prey program
at 7:30 p.m. Eventis free (donations are appreciated) and no
registrationis required. Rain or Shine, drop by anytime. For

moreinformationgva@greenvalleys.orgor(610)469-4900.

Thank You Stream Clean Up Volunteers!

On a sunny but cool Saturday on Earth Day
weekend, over twenty individual and family
volunteers (including our Schuylkill Water
Stewards) came out to clean up a stretch of the
French Creek from the Schuylkill Center in the
Foundry to the confluence with the Schuylkill River.
Thanks to Barbara Cohen, Schuylkill Center, for
allowing us to use their parking area.

Seen trash along a stream?
Please email photo(s) with GPS coordinates to gva@
greenvalleys.org

Green Valleys Watershed
Association Mission is
to protect, preserve,
and restore the natural
waterways of northern
Chester County. We
inspire, educate, and
involve our community
to make a difference for
this generation and for
generations to come.

Welkinweir, our headquarters,
is the former home of founding
members Everett & Grace
Rodebaugh, showcases the
organization’'s mission. Located
in East Nantmeal Township
with 219 acres of permanently
preserved land featuring an
arboretum, wetlands, ponds,
stream, meadows, and forest
habitats.

Open for visiting Monday to
Friday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Board Officers
Allen Heist, President
Chris Orzechowski, VP & Secretary
Don Hans, Treasurer
Ed Bacon, Ex Officio

Staff
Victoria Laubach, Executive Director
victoria@greenvalleys.org
Elaine Armbrust, Bookkeeper
elaine@greenvalleys.org
Michael Bullard, Science Coordinator
mikeb@greenvalleys.org
Katie Grubb, Educator
katieg@greenvalleys.org
Becca Schulze, Volunteer Coordinator
rebecca@greenvalleys.org
Margot Taylor, Restoration Coordinator
margot@greenvalleys.org
Dawn White, Education Coordinator

dwhite@greenvalleys.org

1368 Prizer Road
Pottstown, PA 19465
Phone (610) 469-4900
Fax (610) 469-4990
Email gva@greenvalleys.org
Web www.greenvalleys.org

On the cover:
section of the stream below
the Welkinweir main dam in the
newly preserved 22 acres
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Your Outcloer Aclvenure
ent Summer Naure Dery Cannpl

Registration is open for summer camp,
and we have many exciting activities
planned!

Our days will be filled with nature walks, wildlife
explorations, science experiments, outdoor games,
and fun art projects.

Nature Day Camp runs weekly, June 18 through
August 10, with each week having its own theme, so
campers can choose their favorite weeks to attend!
Nature Camp is held Monday through Friday, 9:00
am to 12:00 pm for ages 4 and children entering
Kindergarten; and 9:00 am to 3:00 pm for campers
entering grades 1 through 7.

Register soon to secure spots in your childs favorite camps!

Exploring nature is part of our Little Wonders
& Kinder Nature classes.

Support a Local Family in Need
Donate to the Summer Camp Scholarship
Fund

There are children from our communities who
would love to attend a week of Nature Camp, but
whose families are in need of financial support. If
you wish to assist in giving these children an fun and
educational camp experience, consider a donation to
our Summer Camp Scholarship Fund.

Fees range from $130 for a Kindergarten-aged camp,
to $375 for a 6th or 7th grade-camp. Donations in
any amount are appreciated. Please visit https:/
greenvalleysassociationofsoutheasternpa.formstack.
com/forms/camp_scholarship_donation to
contribute via credit card; or mail your donation to
Green Valleys, attention “Scholarship Fund”

After school Nature Clubs are now provided
in three school districts, engaging children
with the nature in their neighborhood.



Welcome Rebecca
Schulze, our new Event &
Volunteer Coordinator and
Environmental Educator.

Becca has a BS in Wildlife
Biology from Keystone
College, La Plume Pa.

She has had multiple
experiences educating
children and adults about
the environment, leading
programs at Patuxent
(Maryland) Research
Refuge and working with
volunteers at the John
James Audubon Center in
Mill Grove. Becca is very
excited to be here and looks
forward to her new roles!

Cavity Nesters

Participating in Cornell's NestWatch (nestwatch.
org) program is easy and fun, plus you will

be assisting Cornell with studying breeding
populations of cavity nesting species and factors
that affect their reproduction such as climate
change, habitat loss, non-native species and more.
Each person who participates in this project
agrees to monitor bird nest boxes during the
nesting season (March through August), a couple
times a week. This is when the nesting season is
for many of the cavity nesting species including
Tree Swallows (in photos) and Eastern Bluebirds.
During this time you will be recording the arrival of
a pair through the babies fledging out of the nest.

Creating your NestWatch account and familiarizing
yourself with the NestWatch App is the first step.

If you don't already have boxes, you'll need to

put some up, or possible monitor boxes at public
locations. This is a great project for school
children, boy scouts/girl scouts, camps. There

are some specific directions on building, placing,
and monitoring boxes but we can help you with
that. Please contact Rebecca Schulze at rebecca@
greenvalleys.org if you are interested in starting a
NestWatch bird box program, we are here to help.



Welkinwelr

DRWI Lanc Conservation

An additional 22 acres of forested headwaters adjacent to Welkinweir in the
Exceptional Value Beaver Run watershed has been permanently protected and
added to the Welkinweir Sanctuary thanks to & number of partners, donors and
funders. Beaver Run is desighated a component of DCNR’s Pennsylvania Scenic
Rivers System and a Pennsylvania Wild Trout Waters (naturally reprodusing) by
the PA Fish and Boat Commission.

The land with its forested canopy and steep slopes borders 1200 linear feet of
the tributary that exits Welkinweir's main pond as well as 800 linear feet of the
main stem of the Beaver Run beyond the confluence. The parcel sustains a rich
diversity of plant and animal life including neo-tropical birds as well as a species
of special concern. The Horse-Shoe Trail crosses the property, permanently
protecting a trail link from Welkinweir to Warwick County Park and beyond.

We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to those who made this possilble:
Kenneth and Mary Marlene Graham, landowners, who initially approached us
and were very patient throughout the process: the staff of Natural Lands for
organizing all aspects of the purchase, writing the grants on our behalf and
ultimately finding funding from seven separate sources including: Chester County
Open Space Fund: the Open Space Institute, through the William Penn Foundation:
East Nantmeal Land Trust; and anonymous donor; the Mars Foundation; the
Horseshoe Trail Conservancy: and of course our members who generously
supported this project through our Annual Appeal. Thanks to East Nantmeal
Township Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission and the East Nantmeal
Land Trust - without their overwhelming support, this would not have happened.

Trall Assessment

Thanks to funding received from the Schuylkill Highlands mini grant program,
Penn Trails LLC will conduct a professional trail assessment to provide critical
information for us to plan and budget maintenance, repair and related projects of
our existing trails, and also new sections on the recently acquired 22 acres






The health of our watersheds has been
our focus for over 0 yeadrs.

Green Valleys Watershed Association fis located fim
northern Chester County, Pennsylvania, where our scenie
watersheds are comprised primasily of Bxceptional Value

(BY) and High Quality (HQ) waters. These streams are
im the top tier in Penmsylvania.
They are a precious resource.

1368 Prizer Road
Pofltstowmn, DA 19483

wWW.greenvadlleys.org
&10=4¢%9=-4700

Alreeely renewed yeur membersis? Shews with & fifenel

P |ease jO| N USI Your membership is an investment in clean water and healthy

watersheds, for now and for future generations.

Name MEMBERSHIP includes newsletter subscription, notice
Address of special events and programs, and reduced rate to special
City, State, Zip programs, workshops, and Summer Nature Day Camp.

I would prefer to pay with: 0O Check (payable to GVWA)

: - ‘ Membership levels (please check one):
O Visa O MasterCard O Discover O American Express

i OINAIVIAUAL ..ot $45
Credit Card # O Famil $60
Exp.__/ CID Phone* ami y..: ..........................................................................
Email address* O NAtUTALIS . ettt ettt eeeeeeaees $100
*Phone ¢ email needed to process credit cardpayments. We do not share O Env1ronmentahst ........................................................ $250
your information with other charitable organizations. LT P O OO ettt e e e eeeeeeeeseanens $500
Detach this form and mail with payment to: O PreservationiSt......ooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesseeseseeenns $750

Green Valleys Watershed Association EISEEWAT ettt e et et e e eeeeeeeeeeeseens $1,000
1368 Prizer Road, Pottstown, PA 19465 ’
Online membership also available at lam a: 0 New Member O Renewing Member
www.greenvalleys.org/support O I am interested in including GVWA in my legacy
planning.

Dues and contributions are tax-deductible. Green Valleys is a registered

charitable organization. Copies of registration/financial information is [ Please notify me of GVWA volunteer opportunities:
available by calling 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. Email:




